Mr. Claude Franklin Dover Jr.
June 14, 1938 - September 4, 2019

Mr. C. Franklin Dover, Jr. of Clarksville, Virginia, died at his home on September 4, 2019.
He was born in Alamance County, N.C. on June 14, 1938, to Claude Franklin Dover and
Elva Hopper Dover. He was a graduate of Williams High School, received his BA from
Elon College, and a Master’s in education from the University of North Carolina. Franklin
taught chemistry and physics in Mebane, N.C., as well as coached wrestling and girls’
basketball. He was the principal of Eastern Alamance High School, where he is in the
Eastern Alamance Sports Hall of Fame. Franklin retired as the principal of Western
Guilford High School, Greensboro, N.C. After retiring to Clarksville, he began his second
career in real estate, working with United Country Real Estate. He was a large part of the
United Country Virginia Realty office cooking crew, whose efforts benefitted many. The
Clarksville Ruritans and Franklin sponsor Friday night dances, where people can enjoy an
alcohol and tobacco free social environment. Franklin and Carol were presented the
Citizen of the Year Award by the Clarksville Lake Country Chamber of Commerce.
Franklin also received the Virginia, Maryland, and Delaware Association of Electric
Cooperatives 2019 Good Samaritan Award. This award is given to an individual whose
body of good work has been so selfless and life-changing to others that it is held up as a
“gold standard” example of philanthropic community service. Franklin did his best to
support and give back to the community… “All I hope for is another day to help Clarksville,
Virginia.”
Cherishing his memories are his wife, Carol C. Dover, one sister, Brenda Artemes (Ares)
of Lake Wylie, SC, sons, Win Morris (Michelle) of Elon, NC and John Morris (Adrienne) of
Iron Station, NC; grandchildren, Eli Morris, Evan Morris, Ethan Morris, Luke Morris and
Emily Morris.
A Celebration of Life service will be held at 11:00 a.m. on September 14 at The House of
Prayer located at 6793 US -58, Buffalo Junction, VA 24529. The family will receive friends
prior to and immediately after the service.
In lieu of flowers, please consider donations to the Clarksville Ruritan Club, PO Box 44,
Clarksville 23927 or to your local high school athletic department.
The family wishes to thank Sentara Halifax Hospice for their support.
Online condolences may be expressed to the family at www.wclfh.com. Arrangements are

by Watkins Cooper Lyon Funeral Home.
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Comments

“

My mentor, my buddy, my friend...Franklin was and will always be to me a dear
precious soul who embodied an endearing gentle caring spirit. Franklin has a very
special place in my heart always.
Peggy Ranson

PEGGY RANSON - September 13 at 09:36 AM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Mr. Claude Franklin Dover
Jr..

September 11 at 06:06 PM

“

Great guy! Always faithful to his students. True Eastern Alamance eagle.
Frank Browning

Frank Browning - September 10 at 11:31 AM

“

Mr Dover was the principal at Western Guilford for my sister, brother and myself. He
knew his students. He was a good man who cared about his school and boy did he
love athletics! When we were making our run through the state basketball
tournament he was one of our biggest supporters... being at every game! THANK
you to Carol and Winn and John for sharing him w all of us.
Rest easy good and faithful servant.

Anna Rumsey - September 08 at 08:28 PM

“

I remember Mr Dover well, one of the finest men I have ever known, class of 74
Eastern High

Ken Southard - September 08 at 11:32 AM

“

Franklin Dover became best friends with Cecil Caison when they began teaching
together at Mebane High School in 1961 and at Eastern High School when it opened
in 1962. Dover told me at Cecil's funeral that he was the brother he never had. There
are so many fond memories. He was there in good times and sad times. We shared
so many good rock bass dinners with Carol, Win and John. I regret not knowing the
grandchildren. And I regret that Dover was never able to teach Cecil to catch rock
bass as much as he tried. Debbie looked forward to stopping by in the boat to see if
Carol had baked a cake and she usually had. The last post I got from Dover said that
he was sending me a wave. I am sending him a wave of fond farewell as he
continues his journey. Much love to Carol, Win, John and the family. Gail Caison

Gail Caison - September 06 at 07:28 PM

“

Donna T.Edmonds lit a candle in memory of Mr. Claude Franklin Dover Jr.

Donna T.Edmonds - September 06 at 05:28 PM

“

Franklin was one of the best men that we have ever had the honor to know. He was
a gentleman who was kind and caring. He worked tirelessly for our community. He
will be missed by the many people who loved him. Our thoughts and prayers go out
to Carol and his family and friends.

Carol & Ed Brown - September 06 at 03:50 PM

“

Mr Dover was my principle at E.H.S. not only a principle but a gd one he will surely b
missed. Sending my condolences to the family.
Mary Chavious Dee E.H.S. - September 06 at 04:28 PM

“

Mr.Dover taught me Chemistry at Eastern in 1966 or so! He was such a kind teacher
and I will always remember him. May God be with all the family in this loss ,and give
you the special peace that passeth understanding. My prayers are with you all.

Catherine Lawrence Whitley - September 06 at 03:12 PM

“

“

As a student at EAHS I always thought a lot of Mr Dover. Sending prayers for his family.
Donna Peace Sharpe - September 07 at 06:10 AM

Richard Hurteau lit a candle in memory of Mr. Claude Franklin Dover Jr.

Richard Hurteau - September 06 at 02:28 PM

“

Franklin Dover was one of the absolute best men to ever set a foot in Mecklenburg
County Virginia... He was a kind and giving man, there are not enough words to
describe his great attitude and gracious giving he always offered to all. He will be
sorely missed in our community.

Jack Stebbins - September 06 at 01:23 PM

“

We will miss Mr. Dover he was a really well respected person he always laughed &
talked to us at the dance our thoughts & prayers r with the family

Samantha Warriner - September 06 at 12:19 PM

“

I am so saddened by Mr.Dover passing!!! He was my teacher
, my supporter in
Athletics , helped me greatly at Eastern and as I coached at Southern Alamance! He
always knew where I was and what I was doing. Thank you Mr. Dover for your great
influence and great friendship!!! You will truly be miss by many lives that you
touched!!!

Jeff Butler - September 06 at 11:44 AM

“

Maria & Earnest Arrington lit a candle in memory of Mr. Claude Franklin Dover Jr.

Maria & Earnest Arrington - September 06 at 11:42 AM

“

Mr. Dover was a principal at Eastern Alamance when I went there. He was seen a lot
walking the halls and talking to the students. He will always be remembered as a well
liked person.

Pam Tuttle Thompson - September 06 at 11:32 AM

“

MR DOVER WAS OUR FIRST WRESTLING COACH AT EASTERN ALAMANCE
HIGH SCHOOL.HE WAS NEW TO COACHING AND WOULD TRANSPORT US TO
VARIOUS SCHOOLS THAT HAD SUPERIOR WRESTLING TEAMS IN ORDER
FOR
US TO BECOME BETTER ATHLETES-- MR DOVER ALWAYS HAD A SLY SINCE
OF HUMOR AND WAS LOVED BY ALL HIS STUDENTS AND THE ATHLETES
THAT
HE COACHED-

ROBERT BRADY - September 06 at 11:12 AM

“

Mr. Dover taught me Chemistry. He was a great teacher and made learning a difficult
subject much easier. He had a great personality and always brought humor to his
classroom. Rest In Peace.

Becky Cheek Murray - September 06 at 10:48 AM

“

I just want to add my name to the thousands of folks Mr. Dover touched during his
lifetime. He taught me chemistry at Eastern Alamance High School, and was the
principal there when my daughters attended. He will not be forgotten. Helen Glosson
Williams, class of 1966

Helen Williams - September 06 at 10:33 AM

“

No finer man has ever walked this earth than Franklin Dover. His generosity and kind
heart have been a beacon of light for myself and countless others. He was a mentor
and friend. I am blessed to have called him my friend. Watch over us Franklin. They
just don’t make men like you anymore. God speed and bless your family and friends.
We are all better people for knowing and loving you.
Eddie Elliott and family

Eddie Elliott - September 06 at 07:59 AM

“

This man is one of the most sincere people that I have ever ! He gave from the heart,
to all people. I consider it an honor to call this man my friend. He will be missed in
this community. Mike Sizemore

Mike Iva Sizemore - September 05 at 06:26 PM

“

Mary Daniel lit a candle in memory of Mr. Claude Franklin Dover Jr.

Mary Daniel - September 05 at 06:18 PM

“

Carol, John and I were saddened to hear of Frank's passing. The entire community
of Clarksville will mourn his loss. The selfless giving of his time will long be
remembered by us all. He was a true gentleman in every sense of the word. We will
all miss him. Kaye and John Feild

Kaye Feild - September 05 at 09:51 AM

“

Our condolences to his family and friends. Connie and Henry Murray
Connie - September 05 at 12:33 PM

“
“
“

A special man! We all will miss him. So sorry.
Lynn Smith - September 06 at 12:28 AM

We will all miss sweet Franklin !
Karon Runyon - September 06 at 10:34 AM

Mr. Dover was and not only a awesome teacher but an awesome coach and had the teams
to prove to it, Semperfi Mr Claude Dover, Rest In Peace my friend
Robert Oldham - September 06 at 11:19 AM

“

He was a GOOD MAN-kind,giving,caring, loved by many! Heaven will be a happier place
with his presence!
Cathy Richmond
Cathy Richmond - September 06 at 12:09 PM

“

We were taking a test in Mr. Dover's Chemistry class. A buddy behind me asked me the
answer to a question and I whispered
"destructive distillation". My buddy gave me the sign that he couldn't hear me, so I
whispered loud enough that he heard me, but so did Mr. Dover!! He gave me "that look"
and gave us a stern reprimand after class, but we didn't have to make that dreaded walk to
the principal's office. Great guy, great teacher!!
Randy Bayliff
Eastern Alamance Class of '67
Randy Bayliff - September 06 at 04:29 PM

“

“Dover” was a teacher who cared for his students, and we knew it. He taught chemistry and
physics when I was at Eastern Alamance. He would open the lab on Saturdays if we
needed to work on a science project. As a young person will often do, we would make bad
decisions sometimes. He was the adult we would turn to, listen to, and our parents would
have approved his advice, if they had known about it. I worked for him in the early 70’s for a
couple of years as a school counselor. I would have stayed forever but my work situation
was not good so I left. I would loved to have worked for him for the rest of my career! He
will be missed and remembered fondly. God be with you and give you peace.
Donna Gregory - September 06 at 04:38 PM

“

Mr. Dover taught me chemistry. It was not my favorite subject, but he did make it interesting
& fun @ Times which helped hold my attention. He was a very kind gentleman.
Gloria Nash Long
Gloria Nash Long - September 06 at 09:21 PM

