Rev. Henry Neal Lovelace
March 30, 1937 - March 10, 2019

Townsville, NC / Clarksville, VA - Henry Neal Lovelace died Sunday, March 10 in
Henderson, North Carolina at the age of 81. He was born March 30, 1937, in Steele,
Missouri and raised by his parents, Henry and Ethel Lovelace. He was predeceased by
his brothers, Jerry and Bill and a sister, Marjorie Crawford. Henry is survived by his wife of
59 years, Ann Tidwell Lovelace; his daughter Kimberly Benfield (Mark); his sons,
Christopher Lovelace (Donna) and Mark Lovelace (Ann), 4 grandchildren and a special
family member, Trudy Tidwell. A celebration of his life and ministry will be held at 2 p.m. on
Saturday, March 16, 2019 at Tabernacle United Methodist Church. The family will receive
friends immediately following the service.
Henry transferred from the North Arkansas conference in 1967. He was an ordained elder
in the Methodist church serving churches in the North Carolina Conference. He spent 31
years under appointment. Henry graduated from Hendrix College, Conway, Arkansas and
Duke Divinity School, Durham, North Carolina. He was secretary-treasurer of Partners in
Caring in the North Carolina United Methodist Conference for more than 20 years. During
his retirement, he dedicated great energy leading as an interim pastor. He led worship
throughout every denomination.
Henry was a founding member of the Townsville Volunteer Fire Department and involved
in the Townsville and Creedmoor Lions Clubs. He volunteered at the local fire department
in every community that he served as a minister. Henry was devoted to God, his family
and his community. He believed in the value of every person and worked throughout his
life for people to know the love of God. In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts may be made to
Tabernacle UMC, P.O. Box 100, Townsville, NC 27584.
The Lovelace family is under the care of Watkins Cooper Lyon Funeral Home, Clarksville,
VA. Online condolences may be expressed to the family at www.wclfh.com.
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Tabernacle United Methodist Church
1725 Rock Church Road, Townsville, NC, US, 27584

Comments

“

Ann,
I am so grateful that I got to know Mr. Lovelace. I loved hearing him preach when we
would go with Nana to Nutbush.
I was unable to attend his service as I was out of town on a school trip. I wanted you
to know if you need anything, please let us know. We are just a phone call (or short
golf cart ride) away!

Cyndi Knott - March 20 at 09:04 PM

“

When Henry was minister at Apex United Methodist he preached 2 sermons that
have always stuck in my mind. One was about how no one could get into heaven
following the 10 commandments because no one could be that perfect and that is
why we needed God's grace. The other one was how sin was like Kudzu, it started
how small but then like Kudzu takes over everything in it's path sin takes over our
life.
Another fond memory I have is at Easter when Henry had us do communion in the
back room of the church. We would go in 12 at an time and sit at the table in a
candlelit room. It was so peaceful and beautiful. I loved the Wednesday night Bible
Study's we had where Henry cooked dinner and taught Bible Study. I can see him
cooking hot dogs for the Harvest Fest we use to have. He loved people , teaching ,
preaching and cooking and he was great at all of them. We know that Henry will be
greatly missed by your family. Our sympathies to all of the family. John and Zonna
Harriett

Zonna Harriett - March 18 at 09:45 PM

“

Thanks to Henry Lovelace my Sister, Barbara Blalock's struggles with cancer would
have been so much worse! He and Ann were always within "yelling distance" when
she or my Mom needed them when she taught Math at Apex High School and
attended AUMC when she was able. Henry guided Barbara's personal family and
school family through her illness, death, and services. We all loved he and Ann but I
know the closeness with both of them that we felt was through Barbara. Please know
that we remember and we celebrate his life with you.

Jackie Blalock Ransdell - March 18 at 03:45 PM

“

Claudia and I were unable to attend the memorial service due to our daughter's
surgery and tending to our grandsons but I wanted to send our love and appreciate
to the Lovelace family for sharing a wonderful leader, friend, and teacher with so
many people. Henry became very special to Claudia and the girls after he retired and
moved back. Many times I would hear them whisper after hearing that Henry was
filling in the pulpit "Oh, good! It's Mr. Lovelace!". Henry was very special to me and I
will never forget his advice, encouragement, and his lessons on preaching. His first
question to me always was: "First thing! How is Claudia feeling?" He was always
aware of her struggles with her illness and would patiently listen as I would give him
the "Reader's Digest version" (or try). It is my hope that when Henry arrived at
Heaven that Skeeter Clark, Daddy, Oliver Brewer and all of those who have gone on
before were standing around the porch waiting for him. All I know is if everyone that
your actions and witness affected get to greet you as you enter Heaven then Henry
will be saying "Hello" for quite some time. We will miss him greatly but I know we will
see him again one day. May God bless and keep you all.
Perry and Claudia Twisdale

Perry Twisdale - March 17 at 02:38 PM

“

To Mark Lovelace;
Hello Mark;
Our sincere condolences for the loss of your father.
I remember him well from my years at Kerr Lake.
Our best to you and your entire family.
Paula and George Chiungos

George Chiungos - March 17 at 12:18 PM

“

Rev. Henry Lovelace was a dear brother and faithful servant of the Lord. He loved
people and was loved by those that knew him. His ministry lives on in the lives of the
people he ministered to and the churches he served. May God comfort, strengthen
and bless his dear family.
Frank Sossamon

Frank Sossamon - March 16 at 11:04 PM

“

We are so grateful for the life of Henry Lovelace. He was a great friend to my dad,
Tenny Rapier, and to my mother (as was Ann), Phyllis Rapier McCord. Henry
officiated at both of their funerals and at our wedding and we couldn’t have managed
any of those major life events without him. Our hearts are sad for all he left behind
but delighted for Henry as he crosses through “the gates of larger Life”.
Tim & Candy Grooms

Candy Grooms - March 15 at 09:55 PM

“

We were so sorry to hear that dear Henry had passed away. Like everyone in any
church where he served, we have such wonderful memories of him when he was
with us at Clarksville Baptist for almost a year. Henry had a gift for making everyone
feel included and a gift for enjoying life. Two things we wish: one, that he could have
been with us longer, and two, that we had had camera phones so we would have
pictures of him with our granddaughter sitting on his lap during the children’s sermon.
He truly loved the children of the world. Heaven is a happier place with Henry there.

Nancy and Frankie Talley - March 15 at 05:46 PM

“

Rev. Lovelace (Henry) was the reason we joined Apex United Methodist Church
when we moved from Cary to Apex 24 years ago. We had planned to attend several
churches in the area before deciding where to move our membership to a church in
our new Apex community. However, after attending AUMC, we knew immediately this
would be our new church home. We met Henry when he walked down the aisle that
first Sunday (as we later learned he did each Sunday before church service began)
and spoke with people and shook hands. He got to us and welcomed us with a huge
smile, a firm handshake and conversation. We just knew this was where God had led
us and where we needed to be. Our first experience at Apex UMC reminded us of
the little country church we were married in, in Rosewood (outside of Goldsboro NC)
where Donna grew up and was a member for years. We will always remember Henry
as a wonderful, kind and amazing minister and friend to all - we haven't seen many
like him since. He, Ann and his family were all wonderful examples of God's love and
we have missed them ever since Henry's retirement and their move outside of Apex.
We are so thankful and blessed we were part of the AUMC family during Henry and
Ann's ministry there. We send our sincerest condolences to the family. You are in our
thoughts and prayers!
Love, John and Donna Grau

John and Donna Grau - March 14 at 11:16 AM

“

Ann and family,so sorry for your loss.Tabernacle will surely miss
Mr.Lovelace.Enjoyed his Bible Study so much.Pray that Mr.Lovelace will have plenty
of Banana pudding in heaven.RIP Love you.

Marie Jones - March 13 at 10:20 PM

“

Ann and family- your entire family has held a special place in our hearts for so many
years- over 30 of them! We are so saddened to hear the news but so grateful he was
such a huge part of my growing up in the church (and you as well as my mentor
during confirmation). We send our deepest sympathy and love. He is missed. Much
love!

Brookie (Finch) Parker - March 13 at 05:59 PM

“

Ann, I will always cherish my time at Tabernacle with Henry and you during the
Monday morning Bible study. The fellowship, joy, and mutual caring of that group is
unparalleled anywhere that I have ever been. Never have I seen a roll call be such a
work of art, connection and laughter. The world is impoverished to be without Henry
and his stalwart heart and soul, but I thank the Lord that Henry has heard the roll
called up yonder and he has completed his earthly course in joy, love and faith. May
the Lord wrap arms of grace and comfort warmly around each member of the family
and all who hold Henry dear.
Grace and Peace,
Mark Clark

Rev S Mark Clark - March 13 at 05:27 PM

“

I have such wonderful memories of you and Henry when you were with
Us at. Zebulon UMC. He was such a dear friend as well as our Minister.
I just know He and my Jimmy are in Heaven now joking and carrying on
And catching up. God bless you and your family.

Becky Spivey
Becky Spivey - March 13 at 12:02 PM

“

So sorry to hear about Mr. Lovelace. He was a great preacher and wonderful person.
Kenneth & Freddie Dent

Freddie & Kenneth Dent - March 13 at 11:27 AM

“

I have such great memories of Reverend Lovelace while he was at Zebulon United
Methodist Church. He was one of my favorites! We will keep the family in our
prayers.

Amy Pearce Richards - March 13 at 10:49 AM

“

I am sorry to hear of the passing of Henry Lovelace. I have served as pastor at
Nutbush Presbyterian Church for the past 17 years, and Henry was always a valued
colleague in this community. He was someone who preached frequently at Nutbush,
and he was someone on whom I could rely for wisdom and support in my ministry.
Henry’s pastoral ministry extended well beyond the Methodist Church in a
constructive and helpful way. As we look at our community today, we can see so
many ways our community is a better place because of Henry’s ministry here. We
thank God for his service, and are thankful that we can now entrust him completely to
God’s loving care.
Rev. Dave Vellenga

David Vellenga - March 13 at 10:40 AM

“

Henry was such a wonderful, caring person. He made us feel so welcome when we
moved to Apex. He will always hold a special place in our hearts.
Mark and Cathy Axtell

Cathy Axtell - March 13 at 07:50 AM

“

The world truly is a little more dim after the loss of such a great Light that Henry
allowed to shine through himself. Henry epitomized Matthew 5:16: "...let your light
shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in
heaven." Henry served at Clarksville Baptist as a true mentor, guide, and mostly dear
friend to my family and me. Thank you Henry for being my friend! My condolences to
Ann and the Lovelace family.

Joey Tucker - March 13 at 06:28 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

danny berrier - March 13 at 05:56 AM

“

Henry's legacy at Apex UMC will never be forgotten. He was such a beloved pastor,
friend, and neighbor to the community. I am so grateful to have been able to serve a
place and alongside a people who were so clearly shaped and formed by Henry
Lovelace.

Tim Catlet - March 12 at 10:56 PM

“

Reverend Lovelace married me and my husband 33 years ago! Henry was a fireman
just like my husband. Pagers went off during the ceremony and I looked Henry and
my husband to be and said, nope, you both are staying! Loved that wonderful man.

Gina Pulley Bryant - March 12 at 10:41 PM

“

Jimmy and I have such wonderful memories of Henry and his family when he served
our church, Zebulon United Methodists Church. We are so sorry for your loss and will
keep you in our thoughts and prayers. Alice & Jimmy Harris, Zebulon, NC.

Alice Harris - March 12 at 09:48 PM

“

Billy and I are sad to hear this news but realize it was Mr Lovelace's time. He was a very
special Christian man, so down to earth, caring. Most unusual to serve as a volunteer
fireman. I was organist during his time at ZMC. Remember so many of his comments and
use them when it is right moment. Thinking about Henry Lovelace, there will be several
thousand friends at his service and many more at burial sight. Sending our love and
sympathy!
Billy and Betsy Green - March 13 at 12:31 PM

“

Lee and I are so sorry for your loss. Henry was a very special man. Keeping you all
in our prayers.
Lee and Kim Twisdale

Kim Twisdale - March 12 at 09:37 PM

“

Brenda Fariss lit a candle in memory of Rev. Henry Neal Lovelace

Brenda Fariss - March 12 at 08:35 PM

“

Forever such a wonderful man and family, Henry will always be in my soul, much
love. Paul Moody

paul moody - March 12 at 08:29 PM

