Leonard Jackson Hite
March 21, 1939 - August 23, 2020

Leonard Jackson Hite of Clarksville, VA died on Sunday, August 23, 2020, at the age of
81. Beloved husband, brother and uncle, he is survived by his wife of 50 years, Carolyn
King Hite. Jack was born on March 21, 1939 in South Boston, VA to Leonard Talley and
Winifred Justis Hite. He was preceded in death by his parents and is survived by family
members as follow… his sister, Mary Jane Hite Banning of University Park, MD; Robbie
Banning Emblidge (Mark) of Richmond, Catherine & Caroline; Jim Banning of Richmond
(Kyle), Harrison & Jackson (Uncle Jack’s namesake); Scott Banning of Newport News
(Dale), Mary Webb & Will; brother-in-law, Mac King of Monroe, NC (Mary Jane); Molly
King Zmuda of Charlotte, NC (Joe), Ben & Mary Blair; Duffie King of Indian Trail, NC
(Abby). Jack’s love and devotion to his nieces, nephews, in-laws and out-laws was
legendary.
Jack grew up in Clarksville, VA, graduating from Bluestone High School & Virginia Tech. A
member of the Corps at VA Tech, he enlisted in the Virginia National Guard after
graduation, serving for 6 years. With a Bachelor’s degree in Business, he first worked at
Banning & Sons in Hyattsville, MD, managing the Plymouth auto dealership. Following a
move back to Clarksville, he had a 31-year career with the Virginia Department of Health,
retiring in 2001.
Jack was a man of so many interests, a voracious reader, who had incredible knowledge
of history, sports, the business world and so much more. “Just ask Jack” and you would
get the right answer and then some. His lifelong love of sports was well known by all his
friends and family. He played both baseball (2nd baseman) and football in high school and
was a member of the 1954 team with the best record in the history of Clarksville High
School (8-0), scoring the last point (drop kick) in CHS history.
Fall, football and tailgating are part of the family DNA. In 1981, with nephews playing
football at Hampden-Sydney, Uncle Jack started our family tradition of HSC tailgating
which continues to this day.
While working in Maryland in the car business, he decided to give Nascar racing his best
effort on weekends. He raced at Nascar tracks in Maryland, Delaware and Virginia in
Nascar’s Limited Sportsman Class. He also attended many Nascar races, most
memorable was the annual Hite-Banning legendary Florida trip to the Daytona 500 with

his nephews.
During his lifetime, Jack gave freely of his time to numerous civic, charitable and
community causes; Board member Southside District Planning Commission; President,
Lake Country Development Corporation; Board member Prestwould Foundation;
President of Boyd Tavern Foundation (1991-2017); Clarksville Lions Club member and
member of the VFW Post 8163. He served on Clarksville Town Council and the
Mecklenburg County Board of Supervisors, Board Chairman for many years and was
appointed to the Mecklenburg County Electoral Board.
As a lifelong Democrat, Jack proudly served as treasurer of the Mecklenburg County
Democratic Party, attending state conventions as a delegate, introduced statewide
candidates to our area, organized and sponsored fundraisers for Democratic candidates
for both statewide office and the United States Congress. Additionally, Jack responded to
the “Call for Service” at the state level receiving appointments from four Virginia
governors: Governor Robb and Governor Baliles appointed him to successive terms on
the State Community Colleges Board; both Governor Warner and Governor Kaine
appointed him to successive terms on the Virginia Tobacco Commission.
He served as an elected official, on local and state boards and commissions with the
honor and integrity which characterized both his years of public service and his life. Jack
was a true Virginia gentleman, who genuinely liked and respected everyone he knew. He
was a man of his word, who loved his family and his many friends. Jack Hite had class.
In addition to Clarksville, another special place in the Commonwealth was the Eastern
Shore where his mother lived before her journey to Southside. The third generation of his
family shares holidays and truly memorable family gatherings on the shore.
Jack Hite was friend to all. His kindness and generosity were legendary. For many years,
he spent most afternoons in fellowship with his friends. Many cherished hours were spent
at Mamma Johnson’s, the Pizza Pub, the Lamplighter or the VFW. Thanks to all who
shared those hours of fellowship with him.
Jack’s wife, Carolyn, and all the family, express our sincere and heartfelt gratitude to all
the staff at Sentara Meadowview Terrace in Clarksville for the truly compassionate and
loving care he was given. God bless each of you.
In lieu of flowers, please consider memorial gifts to Jamieson Memorial United Methodist
Church (219 Fifth Street, Clarksville VA 23927 – Attn: Memorial Fund) or the Boyd Tavern
Foundation (P.O. Box 183, Boydton, VA 23917). Two generations of the Hite family have
worshipped at Jamieson.
A graveside memorial service will be held on Saturday, August 29th at 2 P.M. at Oakhurst
Cemetery, Buffalo Road, Clarksville, VA.
Following the service, in the memorable tradition of Jack Hite, join us for fellowship and
tailgating on the grounds at 1000 Virginia Ave, his childhood home built by his father.
Online condolences may be made at www.wclfh.com. The family is being served by

Watkins Cooper Lyon Funeral Home.
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Watkins Cooper Lyon Funeral Home. - August 27 at 04:01 PM

“

Dear Carolyn, I am so sorry for your loss. My deepest sympathy to you and your
family.
Cathy Wilkerson

Cathy Wilkerson - September 09 at 07:34 AM

“

Sending condolences to Carolyn and all of Jack’s family. We believe he truly loved
Clarksville, his extended family, the Democratic Party, but most of all Carolyn. Jack
had a smile for everyone he met, and he never met a stranger. He was blessed to
have a wife who stood beside him through good times and bad and in sickness and
in health. He will live on in the hearts of many.

Nancy and Frankie Talley - August 30 at 11:23 PM

“

My heart is with you in the remembrance of Jack today. He was a special man.

Lynn Smith - August 29 at 11:55 AM

“

My sincere condolences to the family of Jack Hite.
I knew Jack from a very early age as we both lived on Dog Hill (now College Street).
There were a lot of characters that lived on our street back then, but they were good

people. I am proud that we both were members of that cast.
Jack, Mary Jane, their parents, and also his dog Toby are all in my fondest
memories.
Rest in peace my friend.
BARRY HASTINGS - August 29 at 12:22 AM

“

My deepest sympathy to Carolyn and the family. When I sit on my front porch, I think
of Jack checking out the neighborhood in his Jeep Wagoneer. It’s a beloved memory;
he’s in my heart.

Hallie Wilkerson Farber - August 28 at 05:13 PM

“

My sincere sympathy to all of Jack's family. His work benefited all citizens of
Clarksville, Mecklenburg and beyond. He made a positive difference in the lives of
many.

Joanie Burnett - August 28 at 10:01 AM

“

Tony Moore purchased the Peace, Prayers & Blessings - Blue and White for the
family of Leonard Jackson Hite.

Tony Moore - August 28 at 08:50 AM

“

Dear Carolyn and family
Jim and I are so sorry to learn of Jack's passing. Although our get togethers with him
were few, they were always special, and we always enjoyed his wonderful sense of
humor. Sending you much love and keeping you in our prayers.

Carol and Jim Hearrell - August 27 at 06:49 PM

“

So sorry to hear this. Jack was a fine man and we had a lot of talks together. He has
served his community well. Our deepest sympathy to you Carolyn and all of your
family. With love, Wanda

Wanda and Timothy Griffin - August 27 at 06:16 PM

“

Carolyn and Family,
So sorry to learn about Jack’s passing. I was in Clarksville several weeks ago and
learned he was in Sentara, but because of the Covid 19 was unable to visit him. Jack
was a great guy and a major contributor to so many civic and governmental groups
over the years. His many contributions will be a lasting legacy. My thoughts and
prayers are with you.

H. Wayne Roberts - August 27 at 05:45 PM

“

It was a privilege to know Jack. We had many good times and he was a good friend!
Jenny & Bob Salzmann

Alexander Salzmann - August 27 at 01:59 PM

“

I am saddened by the passing of my great friend and wish to extend to Carolyn, Mary
Jane and their families my condolences and, at the same time, my appreciation for
the joy they and Jack brought to my life.
I have had the good fortune of being a friend of Jack’s since we met as members of a
great group of First Graders in Clarksville Elementary 75 years ago. We shared so
much in those school years: football, baseball (Jack always in his Red Sox cap),
paperback novels, and gas money for our many excursions to Chase City. Those
days came to a close when Jack, Sal and I had a quiet celebration the night before I
headed off to Parris Island. Guess you could say I always felt Jack, Sal and Clinton
had my back.
I returned to Clarksville in 2001 and quickly realized that Jack (and Carolyn) had the
back of a number of righteous Mecklenburg County organizations including Boyd

Tavern, Prestwould, the Southside District Planning Commission, and the Democratic
Party. In addition, Jack was a one person Welcome Wagon frequently welcoming
newcomers to Clarksville and offering his service as a walking Rolodex to connect
persons with a problem with someone who had the answers.
The bottom line was that Jack had a big heart and loved to help people, all people.
I sincerely believe our corner of the World is a better place for Jack having lived
among us. God bless you, My Friend.
Bob Wilkerson
Bob Wilkerson - August 27 at 11:39 AM

“

Sal, Robin, Sage Tara and Forrest Thomasson purchased the White Sympathy
Standing Spray for the family of Leonard Jackson Hite.

Sal, Robin, Sage Tara and Forrest Thomasson - August 27 at 11:21 AM

“

Carolyn,
Keeping you and all of the family in our thoughts and prayers. We all have such fond
memories of Jackie! I know for years on end every time one of us would come to visit
dad, Jackie paid us a quick visit as well. He will truly be missed.
Love and prayers,
Robin, Sage, Tara and Forrest Thomasson

And without having to be said, no one will miss him more than my father. Dad truly
cherished their friendship.
Robin Sizdahkhani - August 27 at 11:05 AM

“

Carolyn, so sorry to hear of Jacks passing. Jack was the first Democrat I met in
Virginia, and was proud to serve along side him through the years. He did so much
for the entire community, he will be missed.
Madolyn Hayne

Madolyn Hayne - August 26 at 05:25 PM

“

Cherished Memories - All White was purchased for the family of Leonard Jackson
Hite.

August 26 at 03:30 PM

“

Carolyn, Mary Jane, Robbie you are in my thoughts and prayers. So many wonderful
memories I have of Jack. He was a thoughtful and distinguished public servant. He
served his community and state with integrity, vision and genuine concern for making
this world better for everyone. Oh, the laughs and good times we had at Wintergreen!
I remember the time Ben and I came to your home Carolyn after one of the festivals
and I ended up driving Ben and I back to Richmond. I got stopped by a law
enforcement officer for some part of Ben's VW being broken. When the Officer asked
me for the registration, I had to wake Ben up to find out where he kept his car
registration. In the glove compartment with 1000 other pieces of paper, of course!
Anyway, when the Officer said "...mam, do you know your tail light is out?.." and I
replied 'no sir'....Ben chimed in and said "well Laurie, I know I told you to have that
fixed before we left Richmond!!!..." Oh my, those were the days. Loads of love and
laughter to you all and everyone in your family. I am thankful for your friendship and
love. Laurie Naismith

laurie naismith - August 26 at 12:11 PM

“

Carolyn, so sorry to hear about Jack . He will be missed. Jack was blessed to have
such a good friend and wife.

Carol B Harrell - August 26 at 09:55 AM

“

Carolyn and Mary Jane,
I was so sorry to hear of Jack’s passing. It has been many years since seeing him.
We played baseball together in high school, Jack was a freshman the year I was a
senior. I took Jack to Lexington the first week when he entered VMI. Jack was a
friend, gentleman and roll Model. Rest In Peace my friend.

Earl Frazier
Earl Frazier - August 25 at 10:24 PM

“

A good man ! Always enjoyed life and made you happy to be in his presence.
Prayers for all.

Larry Davis - August 25 at 06:38 PM

“

Carolyn,
You have my deepest sympathy in the loss of Jack. He truly was a great friend of my
husband Clinton.
Clinton liked nothing better than to be in Clarksville with Jack, Bob,Sal and R. Lee,his
friends from school.
You have been such a wonderful caregiver to him. I witnessed that at Meadowview
as you took him for rides in the fresh air and sunshine. Take care.

Paige G. Hayes - August 25 at 01:25 PM

“

First our Condolences to you Carolyn and to the family. I have had the honor to call
Jack my friend since I moved here to Clarksville little did I know then that I would be
next to one of the Greatest Guys in Clarksville. He was my first friend here and he
welcomed Linda and I so warmly. Over the many years Jack and I shared so many
stories, smoked alot of cigars and had our share of Coors beer his favorite. Jack got
me interested in politics and we talked long hours over it. But the one thing that stuck
out in my mind is when he said to me "Glenn don't ever argue with people that own
ink by the barrel" he was my mentor and very well read and a smart person. He was
a joy in my life and he sure loved the politics. Linda and I will miss him dearly. May
my friend RIP. Jack, I will never forget you.
Glenn & Linda Jurczyk

Glenn Jurczyk - August 25 at 12:17 PM

“

I knew Jack from school. He was a very nice and friendly young man. He was in the
same grade as my sister, Rebecca. They were good friends for a long time. I am so
sorry to hear of his death. My sympathy is to his family. Nancy W. Mondragon

Nancy W.Mondragon - August 25 at 12:07 PM

“

Nellie And Francis Arrington lit a candle in memory of Leonard Jackson Hite

Nellie and Francis Arrington - August 25 at 11:29 AM

“

PMToone lit a candle in memory of Leonard Jackson Hite

PMToone - August 25 at 08:59 AM

“

Maria & Earnest Arrington lit a candle in memory of Leonard Jackson Hite

Maria & Earnest Arrington - August 25 at 08:25 AM

“

Mike Sizemore lit a candle in memory of Leonard Jackson Hite

Mike Sizemore - August 25 at 07:43 AM

“

My prayers are with the rest of the family and friends
Thank you for your prayers and fond memories.

John Ligon - August 24 at 08:32 PM

“

Carolyn, so sorry for your loss. Jack was so welcoming to us when we moved to this area.
Praying for you and your family.
Joe & Elaine Senz - August 25 at 08:45 AM

“

Carol, my heart is broken for you and Mary Jane. Jack's passing leaves an
immeasurable hole in the family. He was the kindest, smartest man I ever knew.
Thank you for the care you gave him, especially these last years. You are loved.

Betty Jack - August 24 at 08:32 PM

“

Very sad to hear of this. My deepest sympathies to Carolyn and her family. It is an
honor to know such a great gentleman.

Whit Roberts - August 24 at 06:53 PM

“

Wanda And Timothy Griffin lit a candle in memory of Leonard Jackson Hite

Wanda and Timothy Griffin - August 24 at 06:12 PM

“

Jack has always been a wonderful neighbor. When Mom got to the point where it
was too much for her to walk to the newspaper box, Jack would get the paper every
morning and leave it on the back porch where Mom could reach it. He was really
good about checking in on her as well as Carolyn.
Carolyn, you have demonstrated the love of a wife by how you cared for Jack in
these last few years. We are here for you!!
Rachel Jolly West

Rachel J West - August 24 at 06:04 PM

“

"In your hands, O Lord, we humbly entrust Jack Hite. In this life You embraced him
with your tender love; deliver him now from every evil and bid him eternal rest.
The old order has passed away: welcome him into paradise, where there will be no
sorrow, no weeping or pain, but fullness of peace and joy with your Son and the Holy
Spirit forever and ever. Amen"
- Pastor Mike West
Carolyn - Rachel and I are here for you. Please reach out to us as you need. God
bless.

Mike West - August 24 at 05:03 PM

