Dr. Lucien Wood Roberts Jr.
September 18, 1924 - August 17, 2020

SOUTH BOSTON
Dr. Lucien W. Roberts, Jr., M.D., departed this earth on August 17, 2020. The only son of
Lucien Wood and Ida Talley Roberts, he was born September 18, 1924, in Richmond, VA.
He is survived by his wife of 59 years, Virginia “Poo” Hunt Roberts; sons Lucien III (Amy)
of Glen Allen, Glenn of Raleigh, Christian (Kathryn) of South Boston, and Keith (Leslie) of
Chester; grandchildren Lucien IV and Alison of Glen Allen, Virginia and Talley of South
Boston, and Caroline and Lawson of Chester; and cousin Alwyn (Natasha).
Upon graduation from Westhampton High School in 1941, he enrolled at the University of
Richmond, where he obtained his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1944. He earned his Doctor
of Medicine degree from the Medical College of Virginia in 1948. Following an internship
at Robert Packer Hospital in Sayre, Pennsylvania, he served his country in the United
States Army Air Force until 1950. He completed his residency in obstetrics and
gynecology at the Medical College of Virginia in 1954. He then moved to South Boston,
Virginia, and with W. Allen Fuller, Sr., M.D., started Fuller-Roberts Clinic. He was the first
board-certified obstetrician and gynecologist in Southside Virginia. Between 1954 and his
retirement from obstetrics and gynecology in 1992, he faithfully served his patients, his
community, his family, and his Lord.
During his career, Dr. Roberts served as Medical Staff President, Chief of Obstetrics, and
Chief of Surgery at Halifax Community Hospital; President of the Halifax County Medical
Society; President of the South Central Ob-Gyn Society; Vice Chairman of District Four of
the South Atlantic Ob-Gyn Society; President of the Virginia Ob-Gyn Society; Chairman of
the Commonwealth of Virginia’s Maternal Welfare Committee; Member of the
Commonwealth of Virginia’s Perinatal Services Advisory Council; Member of the American
College of Obstetrics and Gynecology; and Founding Board Member of the South Boston
YMCA. He was a member of the First Baptist Church in South Boston, Virginia, for more
than 65 years. He was instrumental in the establishment of South Boston’s first nursing
home, Twin Oaks, and its first assisted living facility. He and his wife Poo established
scholarships at Danville Community College and the Medical College of Virginia and were
stewards of their community for many years.

Dr. Roberts led a simple and beautiful life, grounded by love for his family, for his patients
and those who helped him care for them, and for the great outdoors. He never lost his
zeal for learning nor the enjoyment he found in teaching others. From the countless
children he taught to water ski at Buggs Island Lake over several decades to the handful
of folks he taught to bale garden in his late 80s, he touched lives.
He was a dedicated husband, a hero to his four sons, and an inspiration to many. Though
he is no longer with us, his memory and legacy remain vibrant in those whose lives he
touched. He made our world a better place.
A Graveside Service will be held at 11:00 AM on Wednesday, August 19, 2020 at Oak
Ridge Cemetery with Reverend Garrett Bowman, Reverend Susan Davis and Dr. James
Priest officiating.
Social distancing and mask are required for everyone in attendance.
In lieu of flowers, the family suggests contributions be made to the Danville Community
College Roberts-Hunt Endowed Scholarship Fund, the Virginia Commonwealth University
Lucien and Virginia Roberts Scholarship Fund or the First Baptist Church Music Ministry,
815 N. Main Street, South Boston, VA.
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Comments

“

To all the Roberts Family - My thoughts and prayers are with you during this time.
Our family has always loved the following quote. This has helped me through so
many times.
"I know for certain that we never lose the people we love, even to death. They
continue to participate in every act, thought and decision we make. Their love leaves
an indelible imprint in our memories. We find comfort in knowing that our lives have
been enriched by having shared their love."
~Leo Buscaglia (author)
Sincerely~Laurie & Jeff Mergler
Waterford, VA 20197

Laurie Crews Mergler - September 16 at 09:52 AM

“

To all of the Roberts Family, may the love of friends and family carry you through
your grief. Dr. Roberts was a unique person and brilliant physician. I hope Lucien's
and Poo's magnificent support for future physicians can produce more Lucien
Roberts.
Lucien and Virginia Roberts Scholarship Fund, Virginia Commonwealth University
https://www.support.vcu.edu/give/fund?fund=5571
Ted Daniel

Ted Daniel - August 25 at 10:36 AM

“

Having lost both parents myself, I share in your sorrow and celebrate the great life of
a wonderful man.
Cheryl A. Myrick

Cheryl A Myrick - August 21 at 05:52 PM

“

Barbara Owen lit a candle in memory of Dr. Lucien Wood Roberts Jr.

Barbara Owen - August 21 at 10:55 AM

“

On behalf of Ted Chandler and his mother, Jackie Hodnett Chandler, we send our
love and sympathies to you. Jackie and Dr. Roberts worked together in the OR, and
became life long friends after her RN duties stopped. Even though distance
separated them from regular social times, Jackie respected Lucien and spoke of him
often. Future generations can learn from the dedication and passion of doctors like
Dr. Roberts. Poo, we will be thinking of you. Laura Lee Hankins Chandler, Richmond,
VA.

Laura Lee Chandler - August 21 at 07:32 AM

“

Dr. Roberts was a great doctor and gentleman. Praying for his family.

Ruth Hudson - August 20 at 09:13 PM

“

Doug Bevell lit a candle in memory of Dr. Lucien Wood Roberts Jr.

Doug Bevell - August 20 at 03:14 PM

“

When I first started in the OR, Dr Roberts was one of the first surgeons I had to
scrubbed for ( setting up the surgical instruments and passing them to him during a
procedure). He was an excellent OB/GYN surgeon, precise and knowledgeable, you
knew if you passed something incorrect, that it would never happen a second time.
He would make sure you had it right. I am grateful that I had the privilege to work
with him in the operating room. They do not make surgeons like him today. Sending
prayers to family

Eva McCullock - August 19 at 08:16 PM

“

Dear Mrs. Roberts (Poo) and family,
Please accept my sincere condolences. I have fond memories of my past association
with Dr. Roberts and all of you. I give thanks for his life and his contributions to his
family, community and profession. Peace be with you.
Mark Ailsworth

Mark Ailsworth - August 19 at 02:34 PM

“

I worked in Labor and Delivery in the 80’s. There I had the great honor and privilege
of working with Dr. Roberts. He was such a wonderful doctor and I learned so much
from him. He was and always will be a great doctor and a wonderful man.

Donna Painter - August 19 at 11:37 AM

“

To Dr Robert's family. I worked with Dr Robert's for about 10 years in the OR at the
hospital he was a great dr and teacher. I still think if him often when I am working.
My mother thought he was the greatest dr in the world he delivered me in Dec of
1956 and my mother thought so much of him that she named me after him I was
Kathy Robetrs DeJarnette. I would tease him and call him daddy Robert's. She told
the story that the might I was born that he carried me into every room on the OB floor
and showed me off . I truly loved working with him and he was a great asset to South
Boston and the hospital. I know that he will be missed but be proud if the great
person that he was.
Kathy Robert DeJarnette Terry

Kathy DeJarnette - August 18 at 07:50 PM

“

Mary Daniel lit a candle in memory of Dr. Lucien Wood Roberts Jr.

Mary Daniel - August 18 at 07:45 PM

“
“

He was a good man and a wonderful doctor
Beulah chappell - August 19 at 03:00 AM

Dr. Roberts delivered my younger daughter, which he allowed me to watch. I had the honor
of serving with him on committees at church. Poo, he will be missed. Sid Young
Sid Young - August 19 at 10:54 AM

“

Roberts and Evans were best. Took care of me thru 2 pregnancies. Heartfelt
sympathy to Poo and family. Much love to you and family

Virginia Cumbey - August 18 at 06:45 PM

“

We loved Dr. Robert's at Fuller-Roberts Clinic. Our deepest sympathy to his family.
Love, Wanda Talley Griffin

Wanda and Timothy Griffin - August 18 at 04:57 PM

“

Althea Whitlow lit a candle in memory of Dr. Lucien Wood Roberts Jr.

Althea Whitlow - August 18 at 01:37 PM

“

Dr. Roberts and Dr. Evans delivered three of our children back in the 60’s. Knowing
how much I wanted to give my husband a son after having our three girls, Dr.
Roberts would always tease me that I could give him one of our girls because he
didn’t have any. He would not have exchanged one of his sons any more than I
would give him one of our beautiful daughters. When we had our fourth child, a son, I
think he was just as happy as we were. He was not only a great doctor but he was a
also a wonderful friend. We send condolences to his family in their time of loss.

Betty and David Waldrep - August 18 at 11:14 AM

“

Steven & Tabitha Bailey purchased the Sympathy Arrangement In Basket (Large) Pink & White for the family of Dr. Lucien Wood Roberts Jr..

Steven & Tabitha Bailey - August 18 at 10:59 AM

“

Dr. Roberts was one of the kindest men I’ve ever known - a total gentleman. What a
life! While I know he will be missed, his legacy will live on. Sincere condolences to
Poo and all the family.
Larry Griffin

Larry Griffin - August 18 at 10:15 AM

“

Dr. Lucien Roberts was a pillar of the South Boston community and will be sorely
missed. Condolences to Poo and the Robert’s family. Chuck & Kitty

Chuck Lewis - August 18 at 09:21 AM

“

Dr Roberts was a outstanding doctor, he will be greatly missed, my heart goes out to
his family, praying for you. Dr. Roberts RIP your work on earth here is done, fly high
now

Dorothy Sehen - August 18 at 07:51 AM

“

Dr. Roberts was an outstanding individual. He was was a great asset to his
community.

DOUG JONES - August 18 at 07:33 AM

“

My deepest sympathy and prayers to the Roberts family. Today and the days to
come

Tracey Devin - August 18 at 06:06 AM

“

Dear Poo and Boys 4, I am so sorry for your loss. Dr. Roberts was a much loved
gentleman. Prayers for strength, comfort and peace.
Teressa Davis

Teressa Davis - August 17 at 09:04 PM

“

All my love and prayers to the Roberts family.

Craig Saunders - August 17 at 09:02 PM

“

So sorry to hear this. He was a wonderful Dr. Prayers to the family

Judy Vaughan - August 17 at 08:56 PM

“

My deepest sympathies to all the Roberts family, may God’s unending Grace give
you Peace and may your warm and loving memories of Lucien,Comfort you all and
ease the pain of your loss. Be Blessed, David Schreffler III Roxboro, NC

David Schreffler - August 17 at 07:41 PM

“

Just a good, kind man.
He delivered both my children . My sympathy to his family.
Dotty Rice - August 18 at 10:40 AM

“

A great doctor, a wonderful family man and a wise leader that help make our town
and county a better place to live. Thank you, Dr Roberts, for delivering our son and
hundreds more here in our area. We are all better off because of you. RIP, Dr
Roberts.
Carolyn Shortt

Carolyn Shortt - August 17 at 06:46 PM

“

Prayers to all the family. Dr. Roberts was a true doctor and gentleman and will be
treasured and remembered by many. I was very blessed to have had him as my
ob/gyn.
Wanda Griffin Elliott

Wanda Griffin Elliott - August 17 at 06:38 PM

“

“

E delivered my first baby sweet Dr. It was a girl in 1981 Oct.30
Donna Martin - August 17 at 08:34 PM

What an amazing OB Doctor! I didn’t get to work with him long because he retired
soon after I started in L&D. He taught me a lot and what I learned from him I carried
on throughout my career there. I will always remember my favorite delivery with him,
it was a vaginal breech delivery. I was amazed at how calmly he delivered that baby.
Afterwards he told me how nervous breech deliveries made him and I told him you
certainly couldn’t tell he was nervous and he replied to me “Never let them see you
sweat ”. Our community has lost a legend!

Joanne Smith - August 17 at 06:27 PM

“

Praying for the Roberts family.Dr Roberts delivered our first baby. She was 2 months early.
He knew how scared we were. He was so kind , compassionate and calming..He was a
great man.He will be missed.
Tim and Pat Royster - August 21 at 11:40 AM

“

Without a doubt Lucien was one of the kindest and sweetest men I ever met. He was
a true gentleman. He always had a smile on his face and a kind word for anyone he
came upon. God gained an amazing angel when he passed. RIP Lucien. You will be
missed.

Karen Coughlin - August 17 at 04:29 PM

“

My Mother, Ann Edmunds, considered Dr. Roberts an angel. When she had her first baby,
Dr. Roberts stayed with her all night Even though the baby was a full term miscarriage. He
slept in her room and never left her side. What a good man.
Paul Edmunds - August 17 at 06:13 PM

“

Such a loss for Poo and the family. Lucien was so well loved by so many people that he
touched with his kindness and calming manners. His family was the most important thing to
him. So glad that he saw fit to come to South Boston and join Dr. Fuller. What a beautiful
legacy and history he leaves behind. Many people don't realize Lucien was also a Master
Gardener, thanks to Poo. He got into straw bale gardening and absolutely loved telling and
teaching others about the process. An angel has come home to God's great garden. His
magic hands will soon have the heavenly host all growing vegetables in straw bales shortly!
Bill McCaleb
William McCaleb - August 18 at 08:36 PM

“
“

My heartfelt condolences and prayers to the Roberts family.
Robin Bond McCauley - August 19 at 10:08 AM

MY HEARTFELT CONDOLENCES AND PRAYERS TO THE ROBERTS FAMILY AND
FRIENDS HE WAS A GREAT DOCTOR.
TAMMY JENNINGS - August 19 at 12:54 PM

“

Dr. Roberts was patient with the LPN students. He was a wonderful teacher. All of us
(students) loved this man and we were not afraid of him. He treated us with respect. I never
heard him raise his voice. We were better nurses because of him. God Bless.
Dee - August 20 at 03:21 PM

“

I had the Privilege of teaching two of Dr. and Mrs. Roberts, children,Christian and Keith .
This became a friendship as long as I lived in the Clarksville area. I loved their sons and
they were very supportive of our school and this First year kindergarten teacher. Dr.
Roberts was also my doctor . He was the best. Poo to you and the boys I send you love
and thankfulness that you blessed me with your friendship and love . To Dr. Roberts ,” well
done thy good and faithful servant”

Ann Webb Nixon

Ann Nixon - August 20 at 07:23 PM

“

I remember when my second child was born, Dr. Roberts asked what I had at home. When
I replied, "a girl" , he said I had a boy this time. He was one of my all-time favorite doctors.
Tom and I send our sincere sympathies to the family.
Tom and Linda Beckham - August 21 at 04:21 PM

