Michael Anthony Cole
October 5, 1958 - June 25, 2020

South Boston, VA Michael Anthony Cole, son of the late Grady Talmadge and Lillian Woody Cole, passed
away on Thursday, June 25, 2020, at the age of 61. He was born on October 5, 1958, in
Halifax County. Michael received simultaneous bachelor’s degrees in government and
economics from the University of Virginia, from which he graduated with high honors. He
received his law degree from the University of Virginia, where he wrote for the Journal of
Law and Politics and was active in the Federalist Society and the law school’s Moot Court
competition. Michael returned to the Southside area in 2003 after 21 years of law practice
in Atlanta. Michael was a founding member of Cole, Bryman & Clerke. Most recently,
Michael retired as a partner from the firm of Woods Rogers in Danville, VA. He has been
involved with the Leukemia Society of America and the Atlanta Humane Society, and
mentoring for Big Brothers of America. Michael was a civil war historian. He held a black
belt in karate and sparred with Chuck Norris. Michael was a devoted animal lover and
never met a creature, big or small, he didn’t like.
Michael is survived by his fiancé, Janice Miller Nascimento; nieces and nephews, Morgan,
Thomas, Kimberly, Blair and Lauren Cole, and cousins, Jessie and Andy Lowery.
In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his brother, Mark Randall Cole.
A Memorial service will be held at 7:00 PM on Thursday, July 2 at Maple Grove Farm,
4122 Virgie Cole Rd., South Boston, VA. The Reverend Raymond Wooten will officiate.
In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations to the Halifax Dog Squad, Inc., P.O. Box
418, South Boston, VA 24592 or the Atlanta Humane Society, PO Box 746181, Atlanta,
GA 30374 be considered.
Online condolences may be expressed to the family at www.brookslyon.com.

The family is under the care of Brooks Lyon Funeral Home, 115 Main Street, South
Boston, VA.
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Comments

“

It is not goodbye Michael but so long, My Love, until we meet again.

A - July 05 at 05:18 PM

“

I am devastated by this news. Michael and I were the most unusual of friends.
Connected from day one at law school were a handsome conservative southerner
and a scrawny northeastern gay jew. Having been educated in the liberal north I had
never met a conservative before that I respected. But Michael taught me both the
intelligence of conservatism and how much more open minded conservatives were
than liberals, learning the liberal perspective to educate themselves and to learn how
to argue to the contrary. His was an agile, intelligent mind that had more impact on
me in opening my mind to differing beliefs than anyone else I ever met. He was also
a genuine sweetheart who opened his heart and never judged. I remember visiting
his home in South Boston ad riding the tractor. He was the very best of what made a
true Southern gentleman. I will miss him deeply.

John J. Weltman - July 02 at 07:22 PM

“

John, I am Paige and met Michael in Atlanta about 30 years ago and live in California now.
I have been trying to describe to my friends these last few days why MAC made a life long
impact on me, and you have described his grace perfectly. He has been, these last 3 years
especially, a talisman for me for understanding the conservative position. He always wrote
back, relished a healthy exchange, and took care not to offend me, which is hard to do
given the chasm in our outlooks. I will miss him, too. His absence will leave a vacuum for
so many of us.
Paige Brooks - July 03 at 08:47 AM

“

It’s rare to have a friend inextricably woven into the fabric of one’s life for more than
fifty years. From beginning to end, I was in awe of the way Michael balanced his
larger-than-life persona with his sincere and genuine devotion as my friend. May his
Janice – truly the love of his life -- gain comfort and strength from this circle of
mourners who cherish her as we did him.

MAC, I'll see you on the other side.
Kathy Holoman - July 01 at 01:57 PM

“

Janice I am so sorry for your loss. It was a real pleasure knowing you both. My Junior
thought there was no one like your Michael. He will greatly be missed.

Vickie Meeks - July 01 at 07:31 AM

“

Your family on the other side of the veil are happy...... you will be missed and always
loved .....tinamarie haire...

Tina Marie Haire - June 30 at 09:08 PM

“

Michael and I were Class of 1977 at HCSHS. He would sit in the back of class and
cut up --- but nothing escaped that quick mind. He charmed our teachers (and
everyone else) right out of the trees. He was unfailingly kind and a friend to all.
Michael was a year ahead of me at UVa Law and I cannot tell you how reassuring it
was to have him (and another classmate and friend Randy Knutti) there. They had
both survived first year and convinced me that I could, too. In addition to going to
school and managing to graduate with high honors, Michael worked pretty much full
time to put himself through undergrad and law school. I can only imagine the
discipline and denial that simultaneous school and work required. Yet he was able to
do so well with all those competing demands. I am one of those crazy liberals he
railed against : ) yet I admired Michael and am so sad at his passing. God's peace to
you, my friend.

Eva Dillard - June 30 at 01:20 PM

“

I only knew him on FB, but I am profoundly saddened at his death. He was all that
his fiancé described. I only wish I could have met him in person. He has my deepest
respect and my prayers go out to his loved ones.

Durwood Neal, Jr., MD - June 30 at 03:21 AM

“

Michael and I met at the law firm of Freeman & Hawkins in Atlanta Georgia as law
clerks in the summer of 1982. He was at UVA law and I at UGA law. We became fast
friends. We were even roomies at the old Day's Inn in downtown Atlanta in the spring
of 1984 when we took the bar exam. We practiced law together for about 4 years at
Freeman & Hawkins. We lived near each other in Decatur when we started practicing
law. He was one of my first friends to hold my daughter Leah when she was born in
1987 and he followed that up with my son Andrew in 1989. Michael spent a lot of
time with my family at the family lake house on lake Hartwell in NE Ga. The day he

bought his 300Z with the twin turbos the first place he came was my house to let me
test drive it. I was married and had two little kids and was driving an old Honda. He
took great glee in having me thrash that Z around on the interstates of Atlanta. One
last recollection. My wife Pat would be better at the story than me but Michael was
fond of bringing dates to the lake house. One afternoon he showed up, came down
to the dock while my mom was on it and took off his shirt. Michael was always in
great shape. My mom looked over at Pat, patted her heart and said Hubba Hubba(
Whatever that meant!) We faded apart over the last 15 years or so when he moved
back to Va and that has always saddened me.It is with a heavy heart that I say
goodbye to my friend. And he was true blue best of friends.
Warner Fox - June 29 at 01:42 PM

“

Hi Warner! That story made me laugh about the his car. We drove around 285 in that car
going at least 100! Not sure if you remember me but we met a couple of times.
Juli Baker Strattman - June 30 at 01:51 PM

“

I remember Mike from playing ball with my brother. Thoughts and prayers for you and
the family.

Barbara Patrick - June 29 at 12:25 PM

“

Janice,
I am so sorry to hear about Michael. If you need me please call.
Sandra Hankins

Sandra Hankins - June 29 at 11:39 AM

“

I have known the family for a very long time. My love and prayers are with each and
every one of you. You all know I would do anything for you. You are my second
family. I love you all!!

Scottie Francisco - June 29 at 11:16 AM

“

I am not sure I know Michael, but I remember the name and also Mark. form school
thru my years of working there. I have to say I have never been more impressed by
reading his obituary than others, he really made a great life for himself in his 61 years
of age.I am sure he will be well blessed in Heaven above for his accomplishments
during his short time here.

As I am a true animal lover myself I wish I had known him more. My loss- To his
family you have my deepest sympathy and prayers and I am sure he will be greatly
missed.
Sarah Pleasants
Sarah D Pleasants - June 28 at 10:55 AM

“

We are so sorry to hear the sad news about Michael. He grew up on our street in
Sherwood Forest. Our deepest sympathy is extended to all the family
Tom and Linda Beckham

Tom and Linda Beckham - June 27 at 06:49 PM

“

I am at such a complete loss for words. Michael, simply put, was my best friend
growing up in South Boston. We had a great neighborhood of true friends. Our
exploits in Sherwood Forest were epic - certainly to us. We played sports together
throughout our youth. Our high school years were the stuff of legends! We went off to
college together and then Michael transferred to UVA. We lived, we learned, we
fought like brothers and we loved each other like brothers. And just like that - we
were all grown up. Our lives went in different directions and we lost touch on more
than one occasion. I will always remember the very great times. “Cole” was my friend
and I will miss him.
~ Larry Griffin, Atlanta

Larry Griffin - June 27 at 06:02 PM

“

I'm at a loss...we have known each other since we were little and had some great
adventures in our neighborhood (Sherwood Forest). Later, we played tennis and
football together and Mike was a great and gentlemanly competitor and teammate. I
thought the world of him. He told me many times of his appreciation of my Mama's
reading to us on the carport when we were little and how it influenced his love for
reading. I am going to miss him tremendously.

chuck hatcher - June 27 at 05:28 PM

